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Abstract: Professional sports are part of the entertainment industry; as such, its
business is developed based on the perceived interest in sporting events, which in
turn depends on features like: the (i) degree of competitive balance that determines
the uncertainty of the outcome; the (ii) concentration of gifted players in a team,
whose interaction of talents on the field enhances the quality of the ‘product joint’
that is a sporting event; the (iii) joint aggregate quality of rival teams; the (iv) appeal
of rivalries associated with fans’ feelings of empathy and loyalty; etc. This paper
focusses on thefirst three points bymodelling the success of team-sport competitions
as the result of the overall quality, which encompasses more than the mere sum of
individual talents. Sport economists and practitioners generally acknowledge that
competitive balance must be fostered to protect uncertainty about the outcome and
thus achieve greater interest in sport competitions by fans and the media. In this
paper, we argue that certain degree of imbalance in allocation of talent between
teams may be preferable – rather than a perfect competitive balance – to broaden
the interest of fans on the sport events and, thus, maximise economic outcomes.
The paper also examines the discrepancies across the main European football
leagues in this regard.
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1 Introduction

The business of professional sports is part of the entertainment industry. The
degree of enjoyment and interest of sport entertainment consumers depends on
several factors: the quality of contestants or competitor teams – which, in turn,
depends on the presence of gifted players and appealing rivalries; the degree of
competitive balance – which determines the uncertainty of outcome; the joint
aggregate quality of rival teams; and other issues including empathy feelings and
loyalty to the team.

This paper develops upon the hypothesis that, as far as fans’ degree of interest is
concerned, there are at least three key features that make sport competitions
appealing: (i) the degree of competitive balance, which leads to uncertainty of
outcome; (ii) talent concentration in certain some teams and leagues; and (iii) the
total joint aggregate quality of competitors. There is a general consensus that
competitive balance is desirable, as it increases the interest of fans (consumers of
sports events) in sport competitions. The more even (uneven) talent distribution
across teams, the greater uncertainty (certainty) about the outcome; and hence, the
greater (smaller) interest of fans, which is the source of potential revenues.

In this paper, we argue that some degree of competitive imbalance may be
actually better insofar as concentration of talent – in the same team or league –
operates non-linear increases of outcomes in the sense of greater entertainment
and economic achievements. This paper hypothesises that the overall entertain-
ment outcome is more than the mere sum of individual talents. Accordingly, the
concentration of talent is modelled such that it escalates, rather than simply
aggregates, the degree of enjoyment, a fact that relates, among other factors, to
the winner-take-all phenomenon. In this way, the concentration of gifted
players in the same team is expected to increase more than proportionally
the overall satisfaction of the fans that follow that particular team and league.
As a matter of fact, having larger crowds that support a club or follow a league
generates greater media visibility status and, ultimately, greater income to the
team and league.

The paper is organised as follows. After the introduction, we review some
related literature. Then, in Section 3, the baseline and extended models are devel-
oped, in which – for a given amount of talent in team-sport competitions – there is a
trade-off between “competitive balance” and “talent concentration”. Section 4 de-
scribes the data and empirical strategies to test the validity of the hypotheses; while
Section 5 presents the results and discuss their implications. Finally, in Section 6, we
summarise the main conclusions and suggest future research avenues.
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2 Literature Review

Among the driving forces thatmake sport events attractive, the issue of “Competitive
Balance” (CB) stands out. This topic – closely connected with “Uncertainty of
Outcome” (UO) – has been a matter of interest from the beginnings of the sport
economics discipline, as illustrated by the seminal early contributions from Rot-
tenberg (1956) and Neale (1964). More recent studies address the relationship be-
tween CB and the UO hypothesis (Owen 2014). There is contrasting evidence of
empirical studies on how CB influences the degree of attention afforded to sporting
events.

Another area related to our topic concerns the quality of sporting events and
how they could bemeasured. Of course, the quality of a sporting eventwill depend on
the presence of talented individuals and iconic players. Prior studies have called
attention on the role of superstar players (Gwartney 1975; Noll 1974; Rosen 1981).
More recently, Dobson and Goddard (2001) report the presence of skewed earnings
distributions that presumably derive from the scarce supply of inimitable skills of a
short number of individuals. Closely linked to this idea is the “winner-take-all”
phenomenon, extensively addressed by Frank and Cook (1995), who claim it affects
an increasing number of labour markets. The most productive workers, located at
the top end of the performance distribution, will concentrate the rewards and prizes,
even if they are only marginally more productive than others. Among this type of
labourmarkets, we find for instance the industry of arts, professional sports and pop
culture.1

The role of media visibility in sports is another area of related literature. In
particular, to measure the quality of football clubs, in the empirical section we
initially follow the lines of previous research (Aguiar-Noury and Garcia-del Barrio
2022; Garcia-del Barrio 2018). Specifically, we use metrics based on the number of
news articles reported by Google that refer to a particular player or team in a certain
period. This method seems appropriate to accomplish the objectives of our study
for various reasons. First, because it is able to jointly capture the players’ sporting
and personal skills, including their media appeal. Second, since the core business
of professional football consists of delivering entertainment, an activity that is

1 These activities usually apply similar compensation schemes, where individuals at the top of the
earnings distribution compete for few number of huge monetary prizes. Winner-take-all contests
may involve wasteful activities and investments, as resources are employed in winning a contest
rather than in seeking productivity gains. Precisely, the labour markets of professional sports are
paradigmatic examples of the “winner-take-all” phenomenon, as previous papers documented
(Garcia-del Barrio and Pujol 2007). Another distinctive feature that characterises sports markets is
the peculiar interaction of cooperation and competition, which develops into a variant of the “arms
race” phenomenon (Rosen and Sanderson 2001).
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developed thanks to new communication technologies. Third, because this approach
is immediately ready to deal with winner-take-all elements, as they also arise in the
context of media exposure.

Concerning the objectives of football clubs, our paper considers the classic
debate on whether clubs aim to maximise economic profitability or sporting
achievements.2 We actually consider two possible scenarios: either the clubs aim to
maximise economic outcomes (annual revenues, in our case); or they prioritize the
quality of their squad and the sport achievements, subject to a financial constraint.

At the same time, our approach recognises the prevalent role thatmust be given to
the clubs’ financial situation in the long-run. In fact, having a satisfactory economic
situation makes it possible for clubs to achieve long lasting sporting achievements,
which in turn reinforces financial stability, thereby ensuring sustainable success both
on the field and in terms of economic profitability. Accordingly, in this paper we
presume that football clubs tend to pursue expanding both the size of their business as
well as their sporting success, while preserving a balanced financial situation. This is
precisely the reason for selecting the two dependent variables – revenue and team
quality – we use in the regression analyses of the empirical section.

3 Modelling the Economic Returns of Talent
Allocation

This section describes a basic model to characterise the business of professional
football by assuming that the long-run objective of sporting competition can be

2 Initially, economists assumed that clubs behave as profit maximisers (Rottenberg 1956; El-Hodiri
and Quirk 1971; Noll 1974; Quirk and Fort 1997). Nonetheless, referring to European football, Sloane
(1971) raised doubts about such an assumption, given the contrasting behaviour of North American
franchise owners, who operate in closed leagues and tend tomaximise profit, and the clubmanagers
of open European leagues, whose choices appear to be closer to utility maximization. Other papers
have elaborated on the utility maximizing hypothesis (Quirk and El-Hodiri 1974), adopting a utility
function that maximizes a weighted combination of profit and wins (Vrooman 1997; Dietl, Gross-
mann, and Lang 2011). Following Sloane (1971), Késenne (1996) and Késenne (2000) transformed
utility maximization into win maximization, since they argue that in open leagues teams are
compelled by the necessity to win for preventing relegation. Hence, European football clubs must be
treated as win maximizers, subject to a profit break-even constraint, rather than as profit maxi-
mizers. Papers that support a similar position include Vrooman (2007); Garcia-del Barrio and Szy-
manski (2009); Peeters and Szymanski (2014). The literature also considered revenue maximization
as an objective function of sports clubs, even if it seems restricted to not-for-profit leagues: the
empirical evidence is confined to US collegiate sports (Fort 2018) or to amateur leagues in Europe. The
literature on sports has also addressed the hypothesis of clubs or leagues that pursue multiple
variables and objectives (Terrien and Andreff 2020; Garcia-del Barrio and Reade 2023).

4 P. Garcia-del-Barrio and J. J. Reade



reduced to generate entertainment and economic returns (sport success and
revenue). Moreover, we postulate an approach where the optimal input manage-
ment is a function depending on the share of talent that accumulates each pair of
rival teams participating in a sporting competition.

Given the status of football as a source of entertainment, its capacity to
generate revenue is initially defined to be the result of: (i) uncertainty of outcome,
and (ii) the interest that rival teams generate among followers. The former factor
depends on the competitive balance between rival clubs, whereas the latter is
hypothesised to depend on the degree of talent concentrated on the stronger team
of each pair of rivals. An extension of this model involves another crucial factor:
(iii) the total combined quality of every pair of contestant teams of a competition.
The two alternative proxy variables we use in the empirical section to capture
the third factor may implicitly capture the fact that the capacity of clubs to
generate income depends also on past sporting performance and historical
achievements, features that build the brand status.3 That said, the clubs in our
modelling exercise are not identified, and as such our model allows for changing
dynasties over time.

On one hand, we approximate the joint aggregate quality of each pair of rival
teams by an index of media visibility, “MVI”, which captures the degree of interest
in the club in the media. Specifically, we rely on the amount of news articles
referring to players registered in each team roster, based on the figures reported by
Google.com.4 This variable seems to play a significant role as a driving factor of
the clubs capacity to generate sporting and economic achievements. On the other

3 Our approach does address the dynamic interactions between wages and revenue. However, our
theoretical framework implicitly recognises that the clubs that pay greater salaries tend to be the
ones that accumulate more talent, which in turn leads to greater sport success and better economic
perspectives in the future.
4 We follow the MERIT approach (Methodology for the Evaluation and Rating of Intangible Talent),
which computes appraisals on the degree of visibility in themedia by analysing the (relative) number
of digital contents in Internet (news articles and web sites), while avoiding the spurious information
that often circulates in social networks. This methodology counts the number of news articles and
web pages contents, without examining the actual nature of them. Although the information that
circulates in Internet represents only a fraction of all the information in the media, the outstanding
development of new technologies suggests that this approach is accurate to obtain comparable
measures of global attention. The media visibility appraisals are calculated by aggregation of the
individual figures, expressed as the factor by which the number of news articles referred to a player
multiplies those of the reference (average) player in a sample that comprisesmore than 5,000 players
every year. More information on the MERIT methodology is available at the web site: www.
meritsocialvalue.com.
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hand, for the sake of robustness, we also use “Elo” ratings as an alternative
approach to measure the joint aggregate quality of rival teams in the empirical
models.5

3.1 Baseline and Extended Models

To address this issue, we adopt a Cobb-Douglas function that expresses the outcome
(either teams quality or revenue generated from fans) as a function of talent
allocation in each pair of rival teams. For the sake of simplicity, we initially consider
two factors: (i) the Competitive Balance of each pair of rival teams, B, and (ii) the
degree of Talent Concentration, C, in the strongest team. These two inputs are
considered driven factors to generate returns in the form of entertainment and,
ultimately, revenue:

y = A ⋅ Bβ ⋅ Cγ (1)

where parameter A translates input units into the scale in which the output is
measured. The relativeweight ofB and C in determining the outcome y is determined
by the magnitude of parameters β and γ. Taking logarithms of expression (1) yields:

ln(y) = ln(A) + β ln(B) + γ ln(C) (2)

Before we carry out the empirical analysis, the theoretical framework is further
developed by postulating simple procedures to measure, respectively, (i) the
“Competitive Balance” of every pair of rival teams, and (ii) the degree of “Talent
Concentration” they exhibit, which escalates exponentially along with the talent
concentrated in the strongest team:

⋄Competitive Balance:B = 1 − s − (1 − s)( )2 (3)

⋄Talent Concentration:C = s(1+α) ⋅ (1 − s) (4)

where “s” represents the share of talent of the stronger team, with values ranging
between 0.5 and 1; while “(1 − s)” is the talent share of the weaker team, thus being
positive but smaller than 0.5. In the second expression, parameter α is prescribed
to be positive, implying that additional proportion of talent concentrated in the
stronger team leads to expanding the outcome (entertainment/revenue) at an
increasing pace.

5 Elo ratings are a rating system initially adopted in the context of chess (Elo and Sloan 1978), which
has been adopted in other sporting disciplines, including football. The Fédération Internationale de
Football Association (FIFA) introduced a new rating system based on this method in June 2018.
Research in sports economics increasingly uses data on Elo ratings (Leitner, Zeileis, and Hornik 2010;
Lasek et al. 2016; Cea et al. 2020; Reade and van Ours 2024).
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This paper postulates that the two factors (i) and (ii) contribute to the fans
enjoyment and, therefore, both are desirable features to generate entertainment
and business, notwithstanding the fact that they are in a certain extent opposed
to each other. According to the given definitions, so B as C depend on the share of
talent allocated to each of the competitor teams. The value of the “Competitive
Balance”, B, grows bigger as the difference in talent share between the two ri-
vals diminishes. On the contrary, the definition of the latter, C, is such that a
greater share of talent concentrated in the strongest team (and, hence, less
competitive balance) may be desirable for several reasons. First, given people’s
preferences concerning the competitive balance and the unequal satisfaction
experienced when a weaker team beats a stronger team. Second, the imbalanced
size of the crowds supporting the various clubs, which imply important differ-
ences in the intensity with which they may want for higher competitive balance
and uncertainty of outcome.6 Third, and more importantly, because the quality
of a football team and its capacity to display spectacle is not the mere sum of
individual talents, since there are 11 players interacting with the others in the
pitch, which generates an escalating level of global spectacle. The α parameter is
precisely introduced to account for all these features. Moreover, the fact that its
value is not exogenously given means that the model may help us to refute or
corroborate the relevant role of our “Talent Concentration” hypothesis. It is
straightforward to see that, for α or γ equal to zero, C becomes ineffective and,
hence, the hypothesis irrelevant.

Figure 1 illustrates, in a simplifiedway, the relationship of various arrangements
of talent share – in percent –with “Competitive Balance”, “Talent Concentration” and
the combination of both elements.

We now develop the model and examine its implications both with and without
assuming constant returns to scale, which is easily implemented by imposing
β + δ = 1.

A more comprehensive version of the model considers also the joint aggregate
quality (overall aggregate talent), denoted as Q, of each pair of rival teams playing
each other in a season. This feature is captured in the extended model with an
additional “proxy” variable, whose inclusion into the model is straightforward.

y = A ⋅ Bβ ⋅ Cγ ⋅ Qδ (5)

6 In the various empirical analyses, a couple of “proxy” variables are added to the models, which
takes into account the market size of clubs. Besides, this issue relates to the importance of suspense
and surprise, aspects that the literature claim as major factors driving the demand of entertainment
inmany industries (Ely, Frankel, and Kamenica 2015), a feature that applies also to audiences of sport
events (Buraimo et al. 2020).
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Again, the empirical section will address both the model without restrictions on the
parameters, but also the case of constant returns to scale, in which we enforce
the β + γ = 1 assumption.7 The next sections develop and examine both the basic
and expanded model of, respectively, expression (2) and expression (5).

3.2 Optimal Sharing of Talent in the Extended Model

In carrying out the topic under scrutiny, we consider – both at a theoretical and
empirical level – a simple initial framework, labeled as “basic model”, and also a
more comprehensive framework, denoted as “extended model”. The former model
highlights the major role that talent shares allocated in rival teams may have, while
the later one is the preferred model because it incorporates the third element
and given it entails greater explanatory power.

Taking logarithms to expression (5) yields:

ln(y) = ln(A) + β ln(B) + γ ln(C) + δ ln(Q) (6)

Given the specification of “B” and “C”, expression (6) leads to the following objective
function:

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

Talent Concentration Competitive Balance Comp. Balance & Talent Concentr.

Figure 1: Talent share effect on competitive balance and talent concentration.

7 Alternatively, the assumption of constant returns to scale could have involved all three inputs, so
that the constrained estimations of the extended model had imposed: β + γ + δ = 1. Of course, this
choice would have not affected the basic model in any case, since δ = 0.
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ln(y) = ln(A) + β ln 1 − (s − (1 − s))2( ) + γ ln s(1+α) ⋅ (1 − s)( ) + δ ln(Q); or,
simplifying:

ln(y) = ln(A) + β ln 4s(1 − s)( ) + (1 + α)γ ln(s) + γ ln(1 − s) + δ ln(Q)
Rearranging terms, the outcome is defined as a function of talent allocation (in

each of the two rival teams) and of total combined quality. Notice that the variable
joint aggregate quality is treated as exogenously given. The outcome is defined as a
function of three elements: “s”, “(1 − s)”, and “Q”:

ln(y) = ln(4A) + (β + γ + γα)ln(s) + (β + γ)ln(1 − s) + δ ln(Q) (7)

Expression (7) immediately conveys the risk of multicollinearity in the model, given
the evident correlation between the two first regressors; a concern that was
corroborated by the high values of the “vif” tests. However, multicollinearity does
not frustrate the objectives of the current framework.8 It is not a problem here,
because our interest is not focussed on examining the value of each parameter
separately, but to identify the optimal allocations of talent share in rival teams. Thus,
in order to achieve our objective, there is no need to avoid even severe structural
multicollinearity. To verify the validity of this theoretical statement, we empirically
test it by confronting the results of two different procedures, finding identical
values of s* as in the model where we fully defined “C” and “B”, thereby avoiding
multicollinearity (This approach was performed by setting an specific value for α).

In the empirical analysis, two alternative dependent variables – team quality
and revenue – are adopted, respectively, depending onwhether the objective of clubs
was to maximise sport achievements (subject to a financial constraint) or economic
profitability. By renaming the parameters: a = ln(4A), b = (β + γ + γα), c = (β + γ), and
d = δ; expression (7) can be rewritten as: ln(y) = a + b ln(s) + c ln(1 − s) + d ln(Q).

Our model specification allows for any type of returns to scale to apply:
increasing if β + γ > 1, constant for β + γ = 1, and decreasing if β + γ < 1. In the
estimationswewill also seewhat type of returns to scale ismore likely to describe the
situation in each of the three domestic leagues under scrutiny.

Themain purpose of this paper is to calculate the optimal share of talent, in each
league, that maximises the outcome, ln(y), in the form of sport or economic success,
for a given amount of joint aggregate quality, “Q”.

Accordingly, the first order condition for a maximum, with respect to s, requires
that the first derivative must be zero:

8 Multicollinearity reduces the precision of the estimated coefficients, affecting their size and sta-
tistical significance, and also weakening the statistical power of the regression model. Furthermore,
the estimated coefficients could change abruptly, since they are very sensitive to small changes.
However, it does not harm the model’s ability to deliver valid predictions.
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∂ ln(y)
∂s

= 0 + (β + γ + γα) 1
s
− (β + γ) 1

1 − s
+ 0 = 0 (8)

The solution to the first order condition yields the following expression:

s* = (β + γ + αγ)
(β + γ + αγ) + (β + γ) =

(β + γ) + αγ
2(β + γ) + αγ

= b
b + c

[ ] (9)

Observation of the result reported in expression (9) reveals, on one hand, that the
product of parameters “αγ” plays a crucial role in determining how relevant the
“Talent Concentration” hypothesis is. On the other hand, it also makes clear that if
this product were irrelevant to influence the outcome (a situation that will occur if
α = 0, or γ = 0, or both), the optimal allocation of talent will thus be precisely a pure
competitive balance situation: s* = 1

2. In other words, expression (9) reveals that for
α = 0,meaning that there is no impact of talent concentration on outcome, the optimal
talent share will be achieved where each rival team has 50 percent of the talent; and
the same holds for γ = 0.

Figure 2 illustrates the idea that – according to our framework – the optimal
distribution of talent, s*, depends on “Competitive Balance”, but also the intensity of
“Talent Concentration”, which in turn depends on the values of the parameters.
The figure only represents the effect of the two parameters, α and β, even though
the model actually has more dimensions (the value of parameter γ was taken as
given, due to the limit of a three-dimension representation).

Then, the second order condition for a critical value,with respect to s, is given by:

∂
2 ln(y)
∂s2

=
2β + αγ + 2γ( )2 (2β + 2γ + 2αγ)s(

− 2β + 2γ + αγ( )s2 − (β + γ + αγ))
β + αγ + γ( )2 s − 1( )2 < 0

Figure 2: Optimal share of skills allocation depending on talent concentration weight and returns.
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Or also:

∂
2 ln(y)
∂s2

= − 1
s2

β + γ + αγ( ) − 1
(1 − s)2 β + γ( ) < 0 (10)

The second-order condition reveals that the critical value of expression (9) defines a
maximum, instead of aminimum. It is clear that the second derivativewith respect to
“s” is always negative (for positive values of the parameters), implying that the
necessary condition for a maximum will be always fulfilled for whatever value
defined by positive parameters. Substitution of the critical value s*, defined in
expression (9), into the second order condition, simplifies to:

∂
2 ln(y)
∂s2

⃒⃒⃒⃒⃒
⃒⃒⃒⃒
s*
= − 2β + 2γ + αγ( )3

β + γ + αγ( ) β + γ( ) = − (b + c)3
bc

< 0 (11)

Given the range of values of parameters α, β and γ, expression (11) is always negative,
which implies that the necessary condition for a maximum is always satisfied. Once
we know that the critical value reported in expression (9) is a maximum, we can
delve into revealing implications of this result. The ratio that defines the optimal
value of s* is precisely defined by the relative weight that the estimated coefficient of
the stronger team, represents as a faction of the sum of the two estimators associated
to talent shares. In other words, the optimal allocation of talent must fulfill a certain
specific proportion between the coefficients of the share of the stronger and weaker
team (The empirical section describes the procedure to establish the relative status of
teams’ talent, which after exploring other alternatives, has been computed based on
the number of points achieved at the end of the season).

In the empirical analysis, wewill also consider the case of product functionswith
constant returns to scale, which is just a particular case where the change in the
amount of inputs makes the output change by the same proportion. In our function,
the constant returns to scale in such a way that they affect the two factors defined
in terms of the share of talent allocation: “Competitive Balance” and “Talent
Concentration”, thereby imposing the constraint that β + γ = c = 1 (equivalent to
γ = 1 − β). It implies that, when estimating the extended model, the third element –
joint aggregate quality of a pair of teams – is not affected by the restriction of
constant returns to scale. In the Cobb–Douglas function described in expression (5),
which – after taking logarithms – is transformed into expression (6), the assumption
of constant returns to scale leads to an optimal allocation of talent share given by:

ln(y) = ln(4A) + (1 + γα)ln(s) + 1 ⋅ ln(1 − s) + δ ln(Q) (12)

Expression (12) is just a particular case of expression (9) for constant returns to scale,
where – of course – the second orden condition for a maximum is always fulfilled.

Optimal Competitive Imbalance in Football 11



4 Data Description and Empirical Strategy

Given the nature and characteristics of our data, we adopt an empirical strategy that
consists in using combined (aggregate) figures of pairs of rival teams that play
against each other in team-sports competitions. The fact that we treat some variables
as proxies allow us to interpret, for instance, the combined revenues of each pair of
teams competing into a league as an approximation of the economic returns their
rivalry generates.

Specifically, we use a data set of 7,410 observations, which comprises teams from
three main domestic European football competitions: the (English) Premier League,
(Italian) Serie A, and (French) Ligue 1. In addition to conducting a pooled analysis for
the whole sample including league dummies, we estimate also separately models for
each domestic league (Appendix B displays some descriptive statistics of the main
variables by league and seasons).

Figure 3 displays estimated Kernel probability density functions to illustrate
the discrepancies among national leagues concerning the principal explanatory
variables. Kernel density plots display smoother representations than relative
frequencies of histograms. The figure on the left refers to the allocation of talent
in the stronger teams, “s”, expressed in percent. In searching for the proxy variable
to approximate “talent shares”, we also experimented with annual salaries.
Nonetheless, since salaries are part of the objective function in one group of models,
we discard this option. Besides, it is clear from our data that competitive balance
is better captured through outputs (actual sport achievements), rather than through
inputs. Hence, we decided to rely on the number of points accumulated by a team at
the end of the season, relative to the sum of the combined points obtained by a pair of
rival teams in that season.

0

1

2

3

4

3.9 4 4.1 4.2 4.3 4.4 4.5

Premier Serie A Ligue 1

Talent Share | Stronger Teams (in logs)

0

.2

.4

.6

.8

-3.5 -3 -2.5 -2 -1.5 -1 -.5 0 .5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3 3.5
Premier Serie A Ligue 1

Filtered Media Visibility (Residuals)

Figure 3: Kernel functions by domestic leagues: allocation of talent and media visibility.
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Then, the figure on the right shows the discrepancies in media exposure
observed between leagues. Usingmedia visibility scores is a valuable contribution of
our analysis, as European football generates revenue from a variety of sources,
including television rights and commercial revenues, both dependent on media
exposure and popularity.

Given that there are 19 rival teams competing the first division league (20 minus
the own team), expression (13) defines the share of talent of each pair of rival teams:

si = pi
pi + pj

100, and sj =
pj

pi + pj
100, for i = 1… 20; j = 1… 19. (13)

In carrying out the empirical analyses, we estimate regression models where the
dependent variable is, respectively, either annual revenue, denoted by R; or annual
wage, W; and where Qij accounts for the aggregate joint aggregate quality of every
pair of rival teams:

ln(Ri + Rj) = a + (β + γ + γα)ln(si) + (β + γ)ln(sj) + δ ln(Qij)
ln(Wi +Wj) = a + (β + γ + γα)ln(si) + (β + γ)ln(sj) + δ ln(Qij) (14)

Based on the estimations of the coefficients, we aspire to verify or refute several
hypotheses. First, the role of the talent concentration hypothesis, which would be
irrelevant if β = 0 or at least β ≃ 0; also the degree of returns to scale associated to
talent concentration, whose weight can be assessed based on the size of the product
αγ; and also to examine howmuch the distribution of talent shares deviates from the
optimum allocations, something that we evaluate based on deviations of optimal
shares s* from the actual s.

5 Discussion of the Results

Football clubs are organizations that operate in the entertainment sector. Our
empirical analysis addresses the objectives of team-sport clubs, assuming that
sport success and economic outcomes are their ultimate goals, notwithstanding
our attempt of representing faithfully the behaviour of the actors involved in this
business. Since the clubs aspire to enjoy continuity over time, they will prioritise
financial stability and viability, even when they aim to maximise sporting
achievements.

Over the years, economists (Alchian 1950) have argued that the organizations
that aim to survive in the long run need to ensure a solid financial situation. This also
applies to football clubs: if they want success in the long-run, theymust try to expand
their business size and economic outcomes. Accordingly, we initially examine the
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case of maximising an objective function defined by the joint annual revenue of
every pair of rival teams. As a complementary approach, and given the evidence that
European football clubs mostly aim – rather than to maximise profits – to maximise
sporting success, subject to a financial sustainable constraint, we also consider
another scenario, in which clubs try to maximise sporting achievements, while
securing non-negative profits, at least in the long run.

This paper assumes that to achieve a sustainable sporting andfinancial success –
at least in the long run – clubs must ensure sufficient economic returns. Thus, in
the empirical section we follow two approaches, both consistent with this view:
either the clubs aim to maximise their business and economic returns (that we
approximate by annual revenue) or their sporting achievements, subject to a
financial constraint (through annual wage bill). We consider that the use of annual
wages as a proxy for sport outcomes is only meaningful when there is a financial
constraint limiting the spending in hiring talent: the clubs try tomaximise the quality
of the squadwith attractive remuneration, which cannot exceed the limit imposed by
regulatory bodies. That is, according to our view, the scenario where European
leagues operate, since the UEFA financial fair play regulations imply that the clubs’
wage spending over a period must not reach more than about 75 % of annual
revenues.9

The optimal allocation of talent share of the stronger team, out of two rival
competitors, to maximise the outcome is reported in expression (9); its value can be
rewritten as follows:

s* = (β + γ + αγ)
(β + γ) + (β + γ + αγ) =

b
b + c

= c + αγ
2c + αγ

[ ] (15)

In this expression, the key role of the product αγ stands out, as it determines how
relevant the “Talent Concentration”, C, element is in the domestic leagues under
scrutiny. Had C played no role, themain driver to determine the outcomewould then
be the “Competitive Balance”, alongwith the joint aggregate quality. If this is the case,
an allocation of talent of 50 % in each rival teamwill deliver the maximum outcome,
thereby defining the optimal allocation of talent share. In this case, deviations of
actual s with respect to such an hypothetical optimum s* = 1/2 would indicate the
existence of a “Talent Concentration” effect. Expression (16) defines themagnitude of
the aforementioned deviations, where the crucial role of αγ is again clear:

9 A more sophisticated description of this approach can be developed defining the “Lagrangian”
function to define an objective function that involves sport success, subject to a financial stability
constraint. Yet, we considered it was unnecessary to develop the full description here, because the
final result is basically similar to the model where annual wages are used as the dependent variable.
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s* − 1
2
= b
b + c

− 1
2
= c + αγ
2c + αγ

− 1
2
= αγ
4c + 2αγ

(16)

In the following section, we estimate several regression models that result from
considering the two aforementioned clubs’ objectives along with different model
specifications. Then, the main results are interpreted and discussed for the various
frameworks (concerning returns to scale) and dependent variables (either revenue
or sport success under a financial restriction).

5.1 Estimation Results for Models with and Without Constant
Returns to Scale

This section offers several model estimations. On one hand, it reports the results of
the “basic model” (Tables 1 and 4), where the regression analyses do not include the
joint aggregate quality of pair of rival teams. Although these are not the preferred
models (among other things given the test for omitted variables), we decided to
report these results as well because they help make the point that our hypotheses
about the role of B and C are significantly relevant on their own. Besides, different
model estimations may be useful for the sake of robustness too (Detailed full
estimation results of all the models are reported in Appendix A).

In any case, Tables 1–3 show the results of specification models that impose no
restrictions on the returns to scale. The estimations suggest that the football industry
exhibits a type of returns to scale that are largely decreasing, with the exception of
the “Revenue”model in the case of the (French) Ligue 1, where the coefficients of the
two parameters involved (β + γ = c) add up tomore than 1. In all the othermodels, the
product is smaller than 1, which means that increasing in certain proportion the
amount of inputs will provoke an smaller increase in output.

In Tables 2 and 3, we estimate two approaches of the “extended model” by using
alternative proxy variables. First, Table 2 incorporates “filtered MVI” to capture
the aggregate joint aggregate quality of pairs of rival teams.10 Second, Table 3 reports
the results of a similar analysis when joint aggregate quality is approximated by
“filtered Elo” variable. Remember that in both cases the variables have been

10 Oneway of capturing the combined quality of a pair of rival teams is through the ability they have
to draw attention from the fans and the media. The approach of calculating media visibility scores
adopted in previous studies, like (Garcia-del Barrio 2018), seems particularly appropriate insofar as
the modern business of sport events generate revenues from sources such as television and media
rights (Carmichael, Grix, and Marqués 2017), which are typically related to the popularity of teams
among journalists, fans and the public (Aguiar-Noury and Garcia-del Barrio 2022).
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Table : Estimations of the basic model – no restrictions on returns to scale.

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ . . . .
Constant a . . . .

αγ = b – c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ . . . .
Constant a . . . .

αγ = b – c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Table : Estimations of the extended model (with Filtered MVI) – no restrictions on returns to scale.

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ . . . .
ln_quality(mvi) d = δ . . . .
Constant a . . . .

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ . . . .
ln_quality(mvi) d = δ . . . .
Constant a . . . .

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .
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“filtered” bymeans of simple auxiliary regressions against all the other regressors of
the respective considered model.

The analysis and discussion on the estimated optimal shares (s*), and their
deviations from actual talent allocations (s), is kept for another ulterior sub-section.
Nevertheless, several implications are achieved from other elements and analyses.

On one hand, the estimated values of product αγ (capturing the extent to which
more “Talent Concentration”, C, translates into greater revenue or sport success)
convey a very solid conclusion: C is found to be very significant in determining the
outcome, a feature that applies to all themodels. Moreover, the corresponding values
of αγ are very large for the “basic model”, but it is still far from zero in all the other
models of Tables 2 and 3. It means that even when taking into account the market
size and brand status of the clubs (models with “Elo ratings”), or when considering
the clubs’ media exposure and popularity (models with “MVI scores”), there is a
substantial positive impact attached to the “Talent Concentration” hypothesis. This is
because concentrating more talent in the strongest team does clearly pay off with
greater sporting success and economic profitability.

Finally, there are also substantial discrepancies among domestic leagues in this
regard: the preferred models (Tables 2 and 3, in which we control for the joint

Table : Estimations of the extended model (with Filtered ELO) – no restrictions on returns to scale.

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ . . . .
ln_quality(elo) d = δ . . . .
Constant a . . . .

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ . . . .
ln_quality(elo) d = δ . . . .
Constant a . . . .

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .
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aggregate quality of rival teams) disclose that the (French) Ligue 1 stands out as the
league where this feature seems more relevant, especially compared to the (Italian)
Serie A.11

Then, Tables 4–6 collect similar analyses for models with constant returns to
scale. In order to comply with the assumption of constant returns to scale, we carry
out a constrained estimation by imposing β + γ = 1. Table 4 display the results of the
“basic model”, while Tables 5 and 6 collects those of the main results obtained for,
respectively, models that use “MVI scores” and “Elo ratings” to capture the combined
quality of pair of rival teams. The results are similar, in their essential elements, to
the previous estimations (the ones in Tables 1–3), which suggests concluding that we
obtained robust and consistent results.

Table : Estimations of basic model – constant returns to scale.

Constant returns Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ =     

Constant a −. −. −. −.

αγ = b – c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Constant returns Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ =     

Constant a −. −. −. −.

αγ = b – c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

11 Given the role ofmarket size and the discrepancies across domestic leagues,we carry out separate
estimations by leagues, or – in the pooled analysis – - we introduced dummy variables to control for
this feature. Besides, our “filtered MVI” and “filtered Elo” variables may be also a way to capture
market size. Moreover, since large part of clubs’ revenues are obtained from sources other than gate
revenues (or match of the day), and because attendances are limited – and hence distorted – by the
stadium capacity, we preferred the twomentioned proxies, whose robust results support our choice.
Alternative proxies like stadium capacity have the problem of remaining unchanged over the years.
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Table : Estimations of extended model (with Filtered MVI) – constant returns to scale.

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ =     

ln_quality(mvi) d = δ . . . .
Constant a −. −. −. −.

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ =     

ln_quality(mvi) d = δ . . . .
Constant a −. −. −. −.

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Table : Estimations of extended model (with Filtered ELO) – constant returns to scale.

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ =     

ln_quality(elo) d = δ . . . .
Constant a −. −. −. −.

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .

Parameters Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

ln_talent b = β + γ + αγ . . . .
ln_talent c = β + γ =     

ln_quality(elo) d = δ . . . .
Constant a −. −. −. −.

αγ = b − c . . . .

Optimal s* b/(b + c) . . . .
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Once the entire calculations, for each domestic league, are completed, the next
step consists of comparing the optimal allocations of talent share (in every pairs of
rival teams), with the actual shares observed in reality. This is precisely the task we
try to perform in the following section.

5.2 Confronting Optimal and Current Allocations of Talent
Shares

The most relevant results of the various analyses are summarized in Tables 7 and 8.
In the upper part of the tables, we firstly report the actual allocations of talent

shares (of the strongest team) for each domestic league. Then, the table shows
the theoretical optimal shares associated to the “basic model”, as well as the two
alternative optimal share estimated for the “extended model”: regressions including
“MVI scores” and models with “Elo ratings”. Then, to facilitate the interpretation of
our results, the lower lines of the tables shows deviations of theoretical shares from
actual shares, computed for the different model specifications and leagues.

According to the results in Table 7, several conclusions emerge from both the
pooled and the separate analyses by leagues. First, it seems clear that a certain degree
of “competitive imbalance” (in allocating the talent share between rival teams) must

Table : Talent allocations – extended model without restrictions on returns to scale | Actual versus
optimal talent shares (in %).

Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue) Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

Actual share of talent,
“s”, by leagues

.% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%

Optimal s* basic model .% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%
Optimal s* extended
model with filteredMVI

.% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%

Optimal s* extended
model with filtered Elo

.% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%

Deviations of optimal
s* from actual “s”:
Basic model . . . . . . . .
Extended model with
filtered MVI

. . . . . . . .

Extended model with
filtered Elo

. . . . . . . .

The bold values indicate that they are the current or “Actual share of talent, “s”, by leagues.”
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be preferred in order to maximise outcome in the football industry. This is a
consistent result, irrespective of which of the two considered club objective prevails.
Second, there exist large deviations of these optimal shares from the actual
allocations of talent, which are particularly manifest for the case of Ligue 1 (and also
perhaps, in the case of Serie A). Third, according to our results, the actual uneven
distribution of talent shares (that concentrate around 58 or 59 % of talent in the
strongest team) are below the optimum levels, which range between around 65 and
70 % in the models with constant returns to scale (Table 8) and even far beyond 70 %
when no restrictions are imposed on the returns to scale (Table 7). These results
suggest that the distribution of inputs (of talent) in the football industrymay bemore
effectively arranged to maximise output and achieve the presumed objectives.

There are other conclusions that may be claimed based on the above results.
Domestic football leagues in Europe seem to make decisions – as far as hiring and
accumulation of talent is concerned –more closely to the win maximisation (similar
to the “WageLimit” model), rather than to the profit maximisation behaviour
(reflected in the “Revenue” model). This statement is clear given the smaller
deviations of the former group compared to the latter group of models.

Another interesting feature is the fact that models with constant returns to scale
deliver, in all cases, results associated with smaller deviations from actual talent
shares. There may be however two opposing interpretations of this feature. On one

Table : Talent allocations – extended model with constant returns to scale (β + γ = ) | Actual versus
optimal talent shares (in %).

Dep.Var.: Ln(Revenue) Dep.Var.: Ln(WageLimit)

Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED Premier Serie A Ligue  POOLED

Actual share of talent,
“s”, by leagues

.% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%

Optimal s* basic model .% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%
Optimal s* extended
model with filteredMVI

.% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%

Optimal s* extended
model with filtered Elo

.% .% .% .% .% .% .% .%

Deviations of optimal
s* from actual “s”:
Basic model . . . . . . . .
Extended model with
filtered MVI

. . . . . . . .

Extended model with
filtered Elo

. . . . . . . .

The bold values indicate that they are the current or “Actual share of talent, “s”, by leagues.”
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hand, it might be that these model specifications (those collected in Table 7) work
better to represent the facts of the football industry. But on the other hand, it might
also be the case that the other group of models (the ones reported in Table 8) is
actually more “realistic”, as they imposed no restrictions on the parameters. If this
were the case, we should then conclude that there is still a much greater desirable
imbalance between rival teams in order to achieve the goals of football clubs.

Finally, significant discrepancies are observed across domestic leagues. Perhaps
themost consistent competition is the Premier League, which stands out as its optimal
talent shares are closer to its actual shares than seems to occur in the other domestic
leagues considered. Big disparities also emerge formodels imposing no restrictions on
returns to scale, as compared to the oneswith constant returns. In the former case, the
models disclose huge differences, especially concerning Ligue 1 and Serie A; whereas
the results obtained for the latter groupofmodels aremuchmore similar among them.
Hence, our preferred models are – in principle – those of Table 8.

6 Conclusions

In this paper, the business of professional football is characterised in a way that
reduces the clubs’ objectives to the classical twofold alternatives: either the clubs aim
tomaximise sport success, subject to a financial constraint, or economic profitability
(revenue). In our framework, the degree of fan enjoyment and, hence, the clubs’
ability to generate revenues are assumed to depend on the distribution of talent
share between the two contestants of each pair of rival teams. Accordingly, we
postulate a theoretical framework in which the optimal allocations of talent are
developed. Then, the degree of interest of football – as an entertainment activity – is
postulated to depend mainly on the following elements: (i) the uncertainty of
outcome, which in turn depends on the competitive (im)balance between rival
teams; (ii) the degree of entertainment delivered by an sport event, whose quality is
modelled in such a way it escalates along with the talent share concentrated in the
strongest rival team (producingmore output than the sum of individual talents); and
(iii) the joint aggregate quality of each pair of teams competing in an sport event.

In contrast with the notion that competitive balance must be encouraged to
preserve outcome uncertainty, this paper has shown that certain (non-trivial) degree
of imbalance in the allocation of talent – rather than a perfect competitive balance –
seems to be preferable to stimulate the followers’ interest and expand media
coverage, thus increasing the business size and revenue.

Differentmodels and empirical analyses suggest the following conclusions. First,
the fact that optimal talent shares are far from the pure competitive balance situa-
tions (50 % of the talent is allocated at each rival team); moreover, it appears to be the
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case that the optimal theoretical shares are even greater than the actual allocations
of talent shares in all three domestic leagues examined. These results suggest that
less rather than more competitive balance should be encouraged in the business of
professional football to achieve the presumed objectives: sustained sport success
in the long-run and economic profitability. The paper also discloses relevant
discrepancies across European domestic football leagues, as far as the role of “Talent
Concentration” (and the distribution of talent shares) is concerned. For instance,
based on our parameter estimations, we find a consistent positive effect of the
product αγ, which captures the extent to which a greater “Talent Concentration”
brings forth greater economic returns. Besides, the paper reveals the discrepancies
that this feature shows in the different models and domestic leagues.

An important point to be raised from the analysis in this paper is that the identity
of the teams that have the higher concentration of playing talent is not fixed. Because
our theoretical model is static in nature, it cannot inform over this aspect. That is,
whether a more Spanish-style situation where the teams with the highest concen-
tration of talent have remained the same, or whether a more English variant is
preferable, where the identity of the dominant team has changed with dynasties
(Liverpool 1970s and 1980s, Manchester United 1990s and 2000s, Manchester City
2010s and 2020s).

Afinal conclusion that emerges fromanalysing thediscrepancies between optimal
and actual shares is that European football clubs distribute talent shares in a way that
seems more consistent with win maximising (“WageLimit”models) than to the profit
maximising hypothesis (“Revenue”models). We also consider valuable the robustness
of our results, since the same essential results were derived from various model
specifications, such as the one derived – for instance – from the two alternative proxy
variables that we used tomeasure the joint quality of pairs of rival teams:models with
“filtered Elo” and models with “filtered MVI”. Despite this consistency of results,
additional research is needed to corroborate the validity and scope of our findings.
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By Domestic Leagues

See Tables A.1.a–A.6.b.
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Table A..a: Ln(Revenue).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** . .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** . . .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y . .** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −.*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Premier .***
(.)

Serie A .***
(.)

cl games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

eu games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Constant .*** .*** . .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
R-squared . . . .
AIC −. ,. ,. ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..b: Ln(WageLimit).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .* .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** . . .**
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y . . .*** .**
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −.*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Premier .***
(.)

Serie A .***
(.)

cl games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

eu games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Constant .*** .*** . .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
R-squared . . . .
AIC −. ,. ,. ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..a: Ln(Revenue).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .* .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** . .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Filtered mvi .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** . .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −.*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Premier .***
(.)

Serie A .***
(.)

cl games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

eu games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Constant .*** .*** . .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
R-squared . . . .
AIC −,. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..b: Ln(WageLimit).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** . .*** .**
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Filtered mvi .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −. .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** −. .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .* .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −.*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Premier .***
(.)

Serie A .***
(.)

cl games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

eu games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Constant .*** .*** . .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
R-squared . . . .
AIC −,. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..a: Ln(Revenue).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** . . .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Filtered elo .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .** . .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −.*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Premier .***
(.)

Serie A .***
(.)

cl games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

eu games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Constant .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
R-squared . . . .
AIC −,. −. . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..b: Ln(WageLimit).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .** . .**
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Filtered elo .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .** −. .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** . .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** . .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** −.*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

y .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Premier .***
(.)

Serie A .***
(.)

cl games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

eu games .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

Constant .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
R-squared . . . .
AIC −. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..a: Ln(Revenue).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t    

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y . .** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −.*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Premier .***

(.)
Serie A .***

(.)
cl games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
eu games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Constant −.*** −. −.*** −.***

(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
AIC −. ,. ,. ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..b: Ln(WageLimit).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t    

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y . . .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −.*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Premier .***

(.)
Serie A .***

(.)
cl games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
eu games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Constant −.** −.*** −.*** −.***

(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
AIC −. ,. ,. ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..a: Ln(Revenue).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t    

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Filtered mvi .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** . .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −.*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Premier .***

(.)
Serie A .***

(.)
cl games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
eu games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Constant −.*** −.*** −.*** −.***

(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
AIC −,. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..b: Ln(WageLimit).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t    

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Filtered mvi .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −. .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** −. .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .* .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −.*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Premier .***

(.)
Serie A .***

(.)
cl games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
eu games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Constant −.*** −.*** −.*** −.***

(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
AIC −,. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).

Optimal Competitive Imbalance in Football 33



Table A..a: Ln(Revenue).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t    

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Filtered elo .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** . .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −.*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Premier .***

(.)
Serie A .***

(.)
cl games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
eu games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Constant −.*** −.*** −.*** −.***

(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
AIC −,. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Table A..b: Ln(WageLimit).

Premier Serie A Ligue  Pooled
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t .*** .*** .*** .***
(.) (.) (.) (.)

log t    

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Filtered elo .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .** −. .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** . .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** . .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** −.*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
y .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Premier .***

(.)
Serie A .***

(.)
cl games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
eu games .*** .*** .*** .***

(.) (.) (.) (.)
Constant −.** −.*** −.*** −.***

(.) (.) (.) (.)

N.Obs. , , , ,
AIC −. . . ,.

*p<.; **p<.; ***p<. (standard errors in brackets).
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Appendix B: Descriptive Statistics of the Main
Variables (Pair of Teams) – By Season
and League

N. Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max.

Revenue (pair of teams)
TOTAL , ,. ,. , ,,

By season -  ,. ,. , ,
–  ,. ,. , ,
–  ,. ,. , ,
–  ,. ,. , ,
–  ,. ,. , ,
–  ,. ,. , ,
–  ,. ,. , ,,
–  ,. ,. , ,,
–  ,. ,. , ,,
–  ,. ,. , ,,
–  ,. ,. , ,,
–  ,. ,. , ,,
–  ,. ,. , ,,

By league premier , ,. ,. , ,,
Serie A , ,. ,. , ,,
Ligue  , ,. ,. , ,

Wages (pair of teams)
TOTAL , ,. ,. , ,.

By season -  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.
–  ,. ,. , ,.

By league premier , ,. ,. , ,.
Serie A , ,. ,. , ,.
Ligue  , ,. ,. , ,.
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(continued)

N. Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max.

Points (pair of teams)
TOTAL , . .  

By season -  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

–  . .  

By league premier , . .  

Serie A , . .  

Ligue  , . .  

MVI (pair of teams)
TOTAL , . . . .

By season -  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .

By league premier , . . . .
Serie A , . . . .
Ligue  , . . . .
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(continued)

N. Mean Std. Dev. Min. Max.

Elo_ (pair of teams)
TOTAL , . . . .

By season -  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .
–  . . . .

By league premier , . . . .
Serie A , . . . .
Ligue  , . . . .

Talent share (leader team)
TOTAL , . .  .

By season -  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .
–  . .  .

By league premier , . .  .
Serie A , . .  .
Ligue  , . .  .

Source: Number of points in domestic leagues were collected from: www.transfermarkt.de. Annual wages and revenues
from: Deloitte ARFF (–), FML (–), clubs’ accounts, and databases (Sabi and Amadeus). Media visibility
index: Authors’ own calculations based on MERIT methodology: www.meritsocialvalue.com.
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